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Continued drought conditions n Southemn Colorado Id R 1 G rande N ational Forest gaff to
Tentify alemative m ethods foraccom plishing vially in portant fuels rduction profEcts as

w ellasw idlife habiat inprovan ent. TheW oM ountain area MR o G rande County isa
good exam pk of an area h need of both types of m anagem ent.

This area w as previously Hentified for several preserioed bums; how ever, the extrem e
drought conditions over the past several years precluded those plans. Thisarmawasalso
Tentified by the Colorado D ivision of W idlife asa high priority area forhabiat

In provem entw ork due © Joss of w nter forage as the resutrof encroaching pinyon-jmiper
and the developm entof adpoentprivate nds. Tn regponse o the need forfuels rmducton n
thisarea, coupled w ith thetr nability t© use fire t© accom plish thisgoal, Forestpersormel
Tentified another firels reducton tool: the hydio axe.

This profctrecently com pkted is thid yearof in plan entation w ith 1,850 acres treated t©
date and additionalw ork planned for2004 . Thisw ork hasbeen possblk thanks to fimding
friom the N ational Fire PIan and other Forest C ooperators, such as the C olorado D epartm entof
W idlife and Rocky M ountain Ek Foundation.
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Foradditional imform ation on the N ational Fire Plan, visitw ww fireplan gov




