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Camille was a Lady, but 
Katrina was a .…











MSU Extension Response to 
Katrina

• Taught 1st

workshop less than 
3 weeks after the 
storm

• By December 
taught 40 
workshops to 2200 
attendees



Basics of Timber 
Casualty Losses
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Do I have a Manageable Stand Left?

What is the Basal
Area (density) of Undamaged 

Standing Timber?

Decision

50 ft.2/acre
Or More

40 ft.2/acre

30 ft.2/acre
Or Less

Manageable 
Stand

Rehabilitate 
Stand

Not 
Manageable





MSU Proposal

• To build a Knowledge Base of information 
to facilitate recovery of biomass value

• Facilitate communications among 
landowners, companies, agencies, loggers 
and other service providers, and biomass 
using facilities

• To provide a resource for restoration and 
management of damaged forests



MSU Proposal

• Build the system and populate it with data 
from two states as Proof of Concept

• Create templates for data entry for 
additional states to participate

• Web based and CD



MSU Proposal

• Year 1 
– Hold an information gathering meeting in the 

two states
– Design system architecture
– Design modular data entry (e.g. templates)

• Year 2
– Populate the system with data from 2 states
– Beta test with users group from 2 states
– Deliver to Woody BUG web site



MSU Proposal

• Questions:
– What to include in the knowledge base?
– Should it include an expert system?
– Which two states to use as proof of concept?
– How to information entered for other states?
– How to keep the system updated
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